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BOB CHANCELLOR/ JOHANNESBURG 


"THE WILD GEESE" 


A FULL LENGTH FEATURE MOTION PICTURE HAD ITS WORLD PREMIER 
TUESDAY NIGHT IN JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA. VOA'S BOB 


CHANCELLOR REPORTS: 


THE FILM IS CALLED "THE WILD GEESE". IT'S THE STORY OF 
WHITE MERCENARIES ATTACKING A BLACK AFRICAN COUNTRY. ITS 
LONG LIST OF STARS INCLUDES RICHARD BURTON, ROGER MOORE, 


RICHARD HARRIS, HARDY KRUGER AND STEWARD GRANGER. 


AS AN ADVENTURE PICTURE, THE WILD GEESE IS ENTERTAINING -- 
WITH LOTS OF SHOOTING AND JUMPING OUT OF AIRPLANES AND WILD 
ADVENTURES AS A BAND OF FIFTY MERCENARIES TRIES TO RESCUE 
THE DEPOSED AND IMPRISONED FORMER PRESIDENT OF AN AFRICAN 
STATE. BUT IT IS AS A VEHICLE FOR IRONIES THAT THE FILM 

IS MOST NOTABLE..THE PRODUCTION HAS BEEN IN PLANNING OR 
FILMING FOR NEARLY THREE YEARS. BUT ITS COMPLETION AND 
PUBLIC RELEASE COME AT A TIME WHEN THE WORLD'S ATTENTION 

IS FOCUSED ON AFRICA BECAUSE OF THE INVASION OF ZAIRE'S 
SHABA PROVINCE AND THE EUROPEAN-MOUNTED RESCUE OPERATION 


AT KOLWEZI. 


BUT THE "WILD GEESE" HAS EVEN CLOSER LINKS TO ZAIRE 

THEN THAT. THE FILM IS DEDICATED TO THE MEMORY OF ZAIRE'S 
MOISE TSHOMBI WHO LED SHABA -- THEN KATANGA -~ PROVINCE 
INTO ATTEMPTED SECESSION AND WHO THREE YEARS LATER AS 
PREMIER FOUGHT AGAINST THE REBELLION AT STANLEYVILLE WHICH 
REQUIRED A FOREIGN RESCUE MISSION. ON BOTH OCCASIONS, 
MISTER TSHOMBI CALLED ON THE SERVICES OF MERCENARY COLONEL 
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MIKE HOARE WHOSE WHITE TROOPS WERE KNOWN AS THE "WILD GEESE" 
AND WHO INCIDENTLY, SERVED AS THE TECHNICAL ADVISOR OF THIS 


FILM, 


MERCENARIES ARE NOT POPULAR SUBJECT AMONG BLACK AFRICANS, 
AS NOTED BY BLACK SOUTHAFRICAN ACTOR, JOHN KANI. HE SAID 
HE AND HIS LONG TIME COLLEAGUE, WINSTON NTSHONA, WHEN FIRST 
OFFERED PARTS IN THE FILM, REFUSED BECAUSE OF THE AFRICAN'S 
DISLIKE OF MERCENARIES. BUT AFTER READING THE SCRIPT, BOTH 
OF THE ACTORS, WHO ARE OUTSPOKEN CRITICS OF WHITE RULE, 
ACCEPTED ROLES. AND MISTER KANI SAID THE FILM COULD NOT 


HAVE SAID ANYTHING BETTER THEN IT DOES. 


ONE ELEMENT OF THE STORY IS THE GROWING MUTUAL RESPECT 
BETWEEN A SOUTH AFRICAN WHITE SUPREMICIST MERCENARY, PLAYED 
BY HARDY KRUGER, AND THE AFRICAN PRESIDENT BEING RESCUED, 
PLAYED BY WINSTON NTSHONA. IN A PLEA FOR RACIAL UNDERSTANDING 
MISTER NTSHONA SAYS TO HIS RESCUER, "WE HAVE TO FORGIVE 

YOU FOR THE PAST -- YOU HAVE TO FORGIVE US FOR THE PRESENT. 


IF WE HAVE NO FUTURE TOGETHER, THEN WE HAVE NO FUTURE..." 


AFTER ITS PREMIER IN SOUTH AFRICA, THE "WILD GEESE" WILL OPEN 
NEXT WEEK IN LONDON AND IN ONE HUNDRED TEN THEATRES ACROSS 
GERMANY, AUSTRIA AND SWITZERLAND. IT WILL BE IN JAPAN IN 
JULY, ITALY AND FRANCE LATER IN THE YEAR, AND NOW HAS BEEN 
SOLD FOR DISTRIBUTION WORLDWIDE. 
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